Assessment Task for Speaking
Topic: What’s Hot and What’s Not
This assessment task focuses on developing senior secondary students’ speaking skills. 

This set of materials consists of Question Paper and Suggested Answers.
Speaking Task: What’s Hot and What’s Not
Situation:

You are working for a teen magazine. In preparation for the next issue on the theme of “What’s Hot and What’s Not”, your colleagues have identified some possible topics to be featured as follows:
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Part A: Group Interaction

Discuss with your colleagues which of the above items/activities can form the basis for the next issue. You may want to talk about:
· which items/activities are still popular
· which items/activities are no longer popular 

· other fad for the next issue
· anything else you think is important
Part B: Individual Response  
Your supervisor would like to launch an electronic version of the issue on the theme of “What’s Hot and What’s Not”, supplemented by clips featuring how your team perceives fads and trends. As part of the filming process, answer the question that your supervisor asks you. 

1. What are today’s major trends followed by teenagers?

2. Which forms of fads have you taken part in?

3. Do you think teenagers are the main group taking part in fads?

4. What do you think are the good and bad aspects of fads?

END OF QUESTION PAPER

Suggested Ideas for Group Interaction and Individual Response 

Part A    Group Discussion

· which items/activities are still popular
· I still see a lot of people …
· That trend is still going strong. 

· I think everyone in the class has one now.

· It’s lasting quite a long time.

· I believe the next popular item/activity will be …
· Japanese culture often comes here, and at present they are …
· Do you really think that is still ‘cool’? 

· which items/activities are no longer popular
· They are really out now - I don’t know anyone who uses one or is interested.

· They seem to come in and go out of fashion every few years. 

· Maybe young kids still like them.

· That’s really old technology now. You couldn’t buy one even if you wanted. Now everyone uses …
· Some people still like them a lot, but it’s not a trend anymore - just something for a small group, a sub-culture. 

· I think it’s tailing off now. It was never really for our age group, but you don’t hear so much about it anymore. I think it is being replaced by …
· Even my parents have given that up!

· other fads for the next issue
· Tamagotchi pets

· Toy dogs

· Snoopy figures from McDonald’s

· Dyed hair

· Perms

· Thai food

· Bubble tea

· Bicycling

· Pagers

· Lens-less fashion glasses

· Chow Yun Fat long over-coats

· Bubble-gum

· South Korean soap operas

· South Korean boy bands

· Pizza

· Dragonball

· Harry Potter

· Gangnam dance style

· Hello Kitty

· Yellow ducks

· anything else you think is important

· Why do we have fads and trends?

· How long do they usually last?

· Are they mainly created to make us buy things?

· Do they rise from the public or are they led by trend-setters/stars?

· Which are harmful?

· Are they silly or a genuine part of culture?

Part B

Individual Response
1. What are today’s major trends followed by teenagers?

Oh, zombies are really big at the moment. Everyone is watching zombie films and playing zombie computer games. There’s a really popular group, The Gruesome Zombies, and everyone’s singing their zombie song. Fashionable people are dressing as zombies for the weekend, and zombie jokes are going round everywhere. Then there’s green tea - half the cakes are green tea and there’s every type of green tea drink. Green tea is the best-selling ice-cream too. As a part of this fad green highlights in the hair are fashionable too, but not at school! And one more example at present is the game Big Feet - half the people you see staring at their mobile are playing it. All you do is try to stamp on various people and objects - crazy but fun! I’m an addict.

2. Which forms of fads have you taken part in?

When I was young I was crazy about Transformers. I collected the models, watched the films, read the comics and talked about them with my friends. For my birthday my mum even made me an Optimus Prime cake! A bit later I was fond of Korean pop music - you know, BigBang, Shinee, Super Junior and the rest - I listened to them all the time and put posters of them up in my room. I even tried hard to go to one of their concerts, but it cost too much. I was broken-hearted. Now I must admit I have been eating more French fries because it’s fashionable to do so. Really it’s difficult not to follow trends when your friends do and then I get addicted and let them become a big part of my life. I guess it’s stupid, but …
3. Do you think teenagers are the main group taking part in fads?

No, I don’t. Of course, teenagers do follow lots of fads, but I think all age groups have their own favourites. Little kids all want the latest toys and watch the latest cartoons. Things like TV soap operas and competitions affect all sorts of people, but probably teenagers least of all. My mum definitely follows the latest fads - suddenly we are eating something new because she’s heard it’s trendy and full of goodness. We often hear about new diets - I don’t think those interest teenagers - it’s the middle aged who take them up. Even seniors follow fashion - for example, what sort of exercise to do and where to go for a holiday. They aren’t so interested in clothing or hairstyle, but they are in other types. And who buys all the toy dogs? I don’t think many teens do - that’s people in their twenties. 

4. What do you think are the good and bad aspects of fads?

Let me do the bad side first. I suppose it’s pretty mindless. Some clever company gets us all interested in something we don’t actually need and thus makes a lot of money out of us. We just follow like sheep. We ought to have more important things to think about, and we should be ashamed of the waste of resources on things we don’t value at all once the trend is over. But fads can be fun - that’s one reason people join them - and I think some fun is a good thing. Fads can introduce us to new ideas and foodstuffs. They can bring people together - that’s the important thing about fads. And even if in one way it’s wasteful, consuming is good for the economy. Fads create jobs and keep shops busy.

END OF SUGGESTED ANSWERS
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